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THE VITAL TEST
Gandhiji in his address said that a friend had been telling
him that his reference to " darkness " surrounding him was very
confusing to many. The friend thought that people at a dis-
tance saw light shimmering through his plan, and there was
enough proof that confidence was slowly returning in that
affected area.
Gandhiji said he would tell this friend and others who
thought like him-that they had misunderstood him to some ex-
tent. The darkness in which he was surrounded was of a cha-
racter the like ol which had never faced him before. It was in-
deed now a vital test that his ahimsa was passing through. He
would not be able to say that he had come out successful until
the object was reached.
It was true that the night was darkest before the dawn.
Although friends at a distance could see glimpses of the breaking
dawn he himself felt that he was surrounded in complete dark-
ness.
He said that many years ago a friend of his used to carry
Patanjali's Yogasutra constantly in his pocket. Although Gand-
hiji did not know Sanskrit yet the friend would often come to
him to consult about the meaning of some of the sutras. In one
of the sutras it was stated that when ahimsa had been fully
established it would completely liquidate the forces of enmity
and evil in the neighbourhood. Gandhiji felt that the stage had
not been reached in the neighbourhood about him, and this .led
him to infer that his .ahimsa had not yet succeeded in the present
test.
That was the reason why he was saying that there was still
darkness all round him.
He said that his plan was to proceed with the least number
of companions on his march, and that he would prefer to stlay in
the houses of Muslim friends. He had reduced his needs and
these could be met even by the poorest villagers. He would like
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